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Portnaca is a village of some 1,100 inhabitants in County Dublin, Ireland. Portnaca is situated at the border of the counties of Dublin and

Wicklow. Etymology Portnaca is situated on the Portnaca River, which is a tributary to the River Tolka and thus to the River Liffey (Ireland's
longest river). The name "Portnaca" is thought to have derived from the Gaelic for "smooth stone river". History Portnaca was a town in the

early Middle Ages. It was located in the barony of Rathdown, on the border between the areas controlled by Dublin and the nearby Kingdom of
Leinster. The town flourished as a market town during the Irish Civil War (1641–1652). During the Cromwellian invasion of Ireland (1649–1653),

Portnaca was a significant place of refuge for Irish forces. Soldiers from the Kingdom of Ireland, supported by the Irish Army under the command
of the Duke of Schomberg, were exiled here from early 1649. Cromwell's forces eventually captured Portnaca in 1651 and burned it to the

ground. The town was rebuilt during the mid 18th century. After the Irish Restoration, the town was again in the possession of the
Parliamentarians, who governed the area for a time as County Wicklow. In 1659, the town was captured by the Kildare Rebellion, led by Colonel
Richard Brook, who was acting in support of the Cromwellian forces, and was relieved only after the Lord Deputy of Ireland sent reinforcements.
By the end of the 1690s, the town was under the rule of the Cromwellian dynasty. Portnaca continued to see repeated conflicts during the late
18th century. The town was again captured by the Kildare Rebellion in 1798, after which it was re-incorporated into the nearby County Dublin.
The early 19th century saw continual upheaval in the town as new parishes replaced the old and new buildings were constructed. There was a

thriving market, a large school and a large church; also a parish news-paper
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